The Great Gatsby Lawn Party
Welcome to the Roaring Twenties – The Jazz Age – Fast-paced living promising the realization of the American Dream for everyone will to work for the pot of gold. The 20s was the decade marked by greater prosperity and freedom for the average citizen. It brought about Prohibition, leading to illegal activities like bootlegging and speak-easies: and the growth of materialism, symbolized by the advent of the automobile and popular fads. This decade was like a wild ride on a great roller coaster, the ascent marked by the crazy, thoughtless hilarity of passengers worshipping material wealth as the holy shrine to happiness.

In honor of this exciting and decadent time, I invite all you sheiks and shebas to an authentic 20s lawn party at the Ritzy Skyview Palisade. This swanky day of fun includes food and entertainment provided through student run showcases. Spiffy 20s attire is required for this hotsy-totsy affair. Girls come as flappers, hoofers, or gold diggers; guys come as lounge lizards, drugstore cowboys, or a big cheese. Consider dressing as a character in The Great Gatsby. (Appropriate dress and common sense required please. Twenties gangster attire is fine but leave the weapons at home!)

TOPICS FOR 1920’s RESEARCH AND PRESENTATION:

*Sports


Music & dance

*Women’s Roles

Rich &Famous

*Movies


Food & Games

*Inventions

How this works:

· Students will select a topic with 3 of their peers, create a visual product and provide an oral presentation.

· Choose a group leader/liaison to delegate responsibilities who will serve as your teacher contact.

· Visual products work best as a tri-fold bulletin with colorful, well designed information about your topic.

Oral Presentations: (3-5 minutes)

The groups with a star (*) can showcase their presentation with a powerpoint or a personal (live) explanation of their material. The other groups refer to the following.

· Music & Dance – Include 3 samples of music from the 20s and teach the group the Charleston or the Fox Trot.

· The Rich & Famous – Conduct an interview between the Vanderbilts, Rockefellers, or the Carnegies. Include their rise to wealth, philanthropic contributions, and lasting influences on society based on factual information.
· Food & Games – Provide the finger food and punch (no giggle water) for about 30 party-goers. You can defray the cost by collecting donations from the class. You are also responsible for setting up, teaching, and conducting at least one 1920s game for the party. Get the class to play!

Matrix: Following the oral presentations, students will mingle with fellow party goers. All students must remain in costume during the party (the whole class time).

GRADING:  Worth 100 points!

Participation: 10 points based on contribution to your group

Matrix: 10 points based on interacting during the party

Costume: 10 points for looking decidedly different than a modern teen and trying to capture the 1920s feel.

Script: 30 points based on the information in your presentation. Did you do enough research?

Presentation: 40 points based on delivery. Did you make it clear, entertaining, and meaningful?
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