‘’A Modest Proposal’’ Social Satire Essay

Directions: Brainstorm about social problems. If necessary, consult local newspapers or national magazines for inspiration. Choose one of these problems to research further. Find at least one Internet resource, one print resource, and one live expert resource. 

Your Internet resource:  ____________

Your print resource:  _______________

Your live expert’s name and place of business: _____________

Use these resources to discover the following:

1. When did the problem begin? 

2. What is the nature of the problem?

3. Who does the problem affect?

4. What has been done about the problem to date?

5. What are some of the proposed solutions?

Next, consider your own ‘’solution.’’ Like that proposed by Swift, your solution should be preposterous enough to demonstrate its absurdity and point out the serious nature of the problem.

Explain your ‘’solution’’ briefly here. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Then, consider how best to organize your ideas. Create an outline to organize the details of your chosen problem and solution.  Write your outline.

Next, write a first draft of your satiric essay. Trade drafts with a partner, and help your partner edit his or her work. Consider your partner’s comments and write a final draft.

Use the suggested rubric to guide your work.

SUGGESTED RUBRIC FOR SOCIAL SATIRE ESSAY

5 = Exemplary – Terrific. All that may be done by a capable writer and thinker

4 = Above average – much of the work shows capability and promise in this aspect

3 = Minimum – the work in this is minimally satisfactory

2 = Below average – the work in this aspect is superficial only, lacking 

1 = Poor – the work in this aspect is very poor, with little to reward

0 = Work in this aspect was not attempted

_________0-5 CONTENT/USE OF DETAIL TO EXPLAIN PROBLEMS 

The extent to which the details of the work inform the reader of a real problem.

________0-5  PERSUASION/ USE OF SATIRIC TECHNIQUES 

The extent to which the writer employed imagination, hyperbole, understatement, irony, diction, contrast, allusion, symbolism or other techniques to persuade the reader of the dire aspects of the problem.

_______0-5 MECHANICS 

The extent to which the work is in keeping with the mechanics of standard written English.

_______0-5 CHOICE OF PROBLEM

The extent to which the problem chosen is worthy of investigation, criticism, or even derision.

_________ TOTAL multiplied by 5 = ______percentage grade








