HOW TO LOOK AT A PHILOSOPHICAL QUESTION

1.                  State the topic as a question

Example: The subject is death. Restate this as a question: what is death?

2.                  Give an example of the topic.

Example: an instance where you saw or heard about a death, a personal experience with death.

Using an 8” x 11” piece of paper, make two columns lengthwise (like a hot-dog). On the left side write “IS” at the top of the column. On the right side write “IS NOT” at the top of the column.

3.                  In the left column, describe the qualities that you associate with this instance or experience. State these as _______ is _______.

Example: death is sad, death painful, death is comfort, death is release,   …

4.         In the right column, think of the qualities that the topic is not. State these as _______ is not ________.

Example: death is not life, death is not painless, death is not comfort, death is not joy.

4.                  Now compare your two lists. Look for any place(s) where you said that the topic was and was not. 

5.                  Now turn to a partner and read these qualities to him/her. How can the topic be both “so” and “not so” at the same time? 

Example: Death is final; death is not final.

You are making an “If … then” statement here: If A (left column) is true and B (right column) is also true, then they cannot both be true and therefore mean that neither is always true. YOU ARE LOOKING FOR CHARACTERISTICS THAT ARE ALWAYS TRUE TO DESCRIBE YOUR TOPIC.
Example: If death is comfort and death is not comfort, then it must be true that death is not always either comfort or not comfort. Therefore, comfort is not an absolute quality of death. 

CONGRATULATIONS! YOU HAVE JUST LEARNED HOW TO CONSIDER ANYTHING PHILOSOPHICALLY.
